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Charles Romine is Director of the Information Technology Laboratory (ITL). ITL is one of 
six research Laboratories within the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) with an annual budget of $120 million, nearly 400 employees, and about 200 guest 
researchers from industry, universities, and foreign laboratories. 

Romine oversees a research program that cultivates trust in information technology and 
metrology by developing and disseminating standards, measurements, and testing for 
interoperability, security, usability, and reliability of information systems.  ITL develops 
and disseminates cybersecurity standards and guidelines for Federal agencies and U.S. 
industry.  ITL supports these and measurement science at NIST through fundamental and 
applied research in computer science, mathematics, and statistics. Through its efforts, ITL 
supports NIST’s mission to promote U.S. innovation and industrial competitiveness by 
advancing measurement science, standards, and technology in ways that enhance 
economic security and improve our quality of life. 

Within NIST's traditional role as the overseer of the National Measurement System, ITL is 
conducting research addressing measurement challenges in information technology as 
well as issues of information and software quality, integrity, and usability. ITL is also 
charged with leading the nation in using existing and emerging IT to help meet national 
priorities, including developing cybersecurity standards, guidelines, and associated 
methods and techniques, cloud computing, electronic voting, smart grid, homeland 
security applications, and health information technology. 
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